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NewsBy Alex
Briefs
Mullans

Congressman departs, but not quietly
Rep. Eric J. Massa (D-NY) is the most
recent Democratic congressman to join in
the spate of Dem. resignations. Mr. Massa’s resignation was announced unexpectedly on Monday, after allegations of sexual
harassment were levied against him by a
male aide. Mr. Massa, who is 50 years old,
claims that the staff member never complained directly to him. In addition, he
says that his resignation is the end result of
a campaign by Democratic leadership that
he thinks “will stop at nothing to pass this
health care bill.” Mr. Massa’s loudest criticisms were aimed at White House chief of
staff Rahm Emanuel, who he went so far as
to call the “son of the devil’s spawn.” House
Democratic leaders and White House officials have dismissed his claims.

Chile’s groundbreaking
earthquake
Preliminary numbers from insurance
companies show last month’s earthquake, originating in Chile, costing
somewhere between $4bn and $7bn. But,
the financial cost seemed almost trivial
when Ohio State University released a
report claiming that the earthquake actually shifted landmasses. Researchers
have claimed that this quake might be
the fifth-most powerful quake since the
wide implementation of seismic sensors.
Using GPS, scientists think that cities
near the epicenter, like Concepcion, have
moved as much as 10 feet to the west.
Even cities outside of Chile, like Buenos
Aires (capital of Argentina), are believed
to have moved about 1 inch westward.

Study: men are
sexually active
longer
Researchers at the University of Chicago
have published a new paper describing
what they call “SALE”, or the “sexually active life expectancy” scale. Research done
to establish the scale found that most men
are likely to remain sexually active for longer than their female counterparts. In particular, the study found that 62% of 65 to
74 year old males in the study group were
sexually active, compared to only 36% of
women in that age group. Various reasons
were cited for the difference, from Viagra
to differing body perceptions.
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Students looking for a home
Scott Gallmeier
News Editor

L

onely freshman looking
for a person to share a
humble abode in Percopo. Does this look familiar for
you? If so, you are probably going through the annual housing
rush that began last night across
campus. Erik Hayes, Director of
Residence Life, & Tom Miller,
Dean of Students, ran an information session last night for
freshman and for upperclassmen for the 2010-2011 year.
Students flocked from across
campus to join in the Vonderschmitt Dining Room to learn
on the procedure required to
become a on-campus student
next year. The meeting began
with general information session, followed by group questions and answers, and lastly
individual question and answer
sessions. “I believe that they’re
managing [the process] as efficiently as anyone could expect
them to. The process isn’t perfect, but it’s certainly the best
anyone could expect,” said Robert Murphy, freshman software
engineering student.

Alex Mullans / The Rose Thorn

Above, freshmen students gather in the Vonderschmitt Dining Room for the 2010-2011 on-campus housing meeting. Below, Erik Hayes and Tom Miller open the floor for questions during the
2010-2011 on-campus housing meeting.

Rose-Hulman suffers a loss
Tim Ekl

Co-Editor-in-Chief

T

he Rose-Hulman campus community was
shaken upon return
from spring break by the
death of one of its members.
Mohammad Habeeb, graduate physics and optical engineering student, died March
3 due to a health complication. No further information
was available about Habeeb’s
condition. Habeeb, a Muslim,
was buried the day after his
death.
Friends and classmates remembered Habeeb as a kind
individual thoroughly dedicated to his studies.
“He always had a smile
on his face,” Jessica Wittig,
graduate physics and optical
engineering major, said. “He
spent most of time in the lab.
He was a very good student
and very interested.”
Habeeb, who passed away a
Mohammad Habeeb / Facebook.com
week after his 24th birthday,
Mohammad Habeeb, graduate physics and optical engineering
had been working on a simustudent, passed away March 3, 2010. Habeeb finished his underlation of electrical switching
graduate studies at the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee.

speed in circuits. His advisor,
physics and optical engineering professor Azad Siahmakoun, said Habeeb was a quiet
individual who was very driven and passionate about his
work.
“[Habeeb] came on board
with a good amount of enthusiasm for the field and the
hard work to learn optics and
photonics,” Siahmakoun said.
Habeeb received his undergraduate degree at the
University of Wisconsin at
Milwaukee, where he was an
electrical engineering major.
He switched into the physics and optical engineering
department for his masters’
work at Rose-Hulman.
Habeeb is remembered
for the impact he had on the
people he worked with for the
last several quarters at RoseHulman. The Student Affairs
office is considering a memorial tree-planting event in
Habeeb’s honor.
“He always had something
positive to say, and was very
devoted as a student,” Wittig
said.
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Rose Riddles
By Rose Brewer

By Rose Brewer

What is so fragile when you say it’s name it breaks it?
_____________________________________
Forwards I am heavy, backwards I am not what am I?
_____________________________________
What object has keys that open no locks, space but no room,
you can enter but not go in?
_____________________________________

ACROSS
4. Fighting
5. Rose Media
6. Express yourself
8. A mid west card
game
9. A Rose Tradition
11. Current President
13. Train here over the
Summer
14. Dining Services
15. Homecoming
16. From out of the
rock comes

DOWN
1. An Infamous ChE
course
2. First Res Hall
7. South Campus
10. Pool and Air
Hockey

Find the answers to all Rose Thorn puzzles at:

http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn

Classifieds
Now Leasing
3 bedroom, 4 bedroom, houses, spacious
MUST SEE!
(812) 232-6977

Writers wanted
Writers wanted for student-run newspaper.
Easy hours, wide-range of topics to be covered.
No pay, but we do give staff free pizza weekly.
Inquire at thorn@rose-hulman.edu

Editorial Staff
Co-Editor in Chief
Co-Editor in Chief
News Editor
Entertainment Editor
Living Editor
Opinions Editor
Sports Editor
Humor Editor
Copy Editor
Photo Editor

Now renting

Apartments for rent
Now renting for 3rd quarter, summer, and next fall, efficiencies, studios, and one bedroom units at Sharp Flats
East, a student community located one light east of
RHIT (0.5 miles). Our efficiencies and studios include
all utilities. We have furnished and unfurnished units,
free WiFi, great maintenance, pet friendly, and delicious
Rollie’s Pizza on our grounds.
Check us out at sharpflats.com, or contact us for a tour at
sharpflats@gmail.com or (812) 877-1146.

Now renting 1 & 2 & 3 bedroom apts
9 month lease available
No pets please
Gibson Apts 234-4884

Now renting for fall
Studios, 1-10 bedroom units and houses on or near
south 6th street. Check us out at sharpflats.com or
you may also contact us at sharpflats@gmail.com or
at (812) 877-1146.
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Shakespeare Madness
rocks Rose-Hulman campus
Scott Gallmeier
News Editor
“But O, how bitter a thing it is
to look into happiness through
another man’s eyes,” says Shakespeare; many men and women
will look into happiness through
another’s eyes at the close of the
Shakespeare Madness tournament being held by the HSS department.
The Shakespeare Madness
tournament is just one component of the Shakespeare festivities surrounding next week’s
performances of Romeo & Juliet by the Actors of the London
Stage. During this week, the
HSS department also hosted a
film festival and classroom visits
from the Actors of the London
Stage.
One of the flagship events
of the week is the Shakespeare
Madness bracket. The bracket
was developed to simulate the
“March Madness” competition
and, in lieu of sixty-four college
basketball teams, it is comprised
of sixty-four of Shakespeare’s
characters from his works, rang-

ing from Henry V and Julius
Caesar to Juliet and Hamlet. The
contest will conclude, as most
madness-style contests do, to the
top three students to match their
brackets to the actual bracket.
The first place winner will receive
the Complete Pelican Shake-

“
If

your

iambic

pentameter is weak,

”

don’t bring it inside.
-Dr. Terrance
Casey

speare and a $100 Amazon.com
gift card, the second place winner
will receive the Abridged Shakespeare and a $50 Amazon.com
gift card, and the third place winner will also receive the Abridged
Shakespeare and a $25 Amazon.
com gift card. “If your iambic
pentameter is weak, don’t bring

it inside,” Dr. Terrance Casey,
Department Head for the HSS
Department, said.
Another flagship event for the
week is the Shakespeare Film
Festival that ended last night.
The film festival was comprised
of three films aired nightly beginning Tuesday, March 9. The films
were designed to show the various ways in which Shakespeare’s
plays have been interpreted since
originally performed. The series
consisted of Romeo+Juliet, Henry V, and Scotland, PA.
The inspiration for the week
is the upcoming visit from the
touring actors group Actors from
the London Stage. Actors from
the London Stage, a Notre Dame
based touring group comprised
of British actors, was founded in
1975 by well-known actor Patrick Stewart. This group is slated
to perform Romeo & Juliet three
times from March 19-20. As a
prelude to their performances
in Hatfield Hall, the actors are
scheduled to make appearances
in a number of classes at RoseHulman varying from HSS classes
to engineering courses.

3
Spring Quarter Brings Extended Hours
To ALL NIGHT OWLS!

Logan Library will be open until

Sunday—Thursday
Hours will be:
Monday—Thursday 7:45 AM to Midnight
Friday—7:45 AM to 5:00 PM
Saturday—1:00 to 6:00 PM
Sunday—2:00 PM to Midnight

HSS Department/Rose-Hulman

The Shakespeare Madness bracket above was created by the HSS Department for the Shakespeare Madness contest as part of the events leading up to the Actors from the London Stage next week. This is one of
many activities beeing hosted by the HSS department this week.
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Sam Rockwell delivers stellar performance in “Moon”
Colin DeClue
Entertainment Editor
Alright, so, if you’ve heard of
“Moon,” you’ve likely seen it.
Well, maybe. But you should
have. And, if you haven’t seen
it, you should. Let’s just get that
out of the way first: you should
watch this movie. If you like scifi movies, you’ll like “Moon.” I’m
not talking about sci-fi movies in
the vein of “Star Trek” (which was
also good, I’m not disparaging it),
I’m talking about hard science
fiction; movies such as “2001: A
Space Odyssey.” “Moon” is not
about flashy effects or fast-paced
action. The director, Duncan
Jones, has stated that he wanted
“to create something which felt
comfortable within the canon of
those science fiction films from
the sort of late seventies to early
eighties.” I think he succeeded.
The plot has a very deliberately slow pace, so if you’re easily
bored during movies, I suppose
this movie may not be for you.
The plot is slow-paced because
the point of the story isn’t the
plot, which is suitable but nothing special. If you’ve seen the
trailer, you’ve probably figured
out the “twist,” but this isn’t an M.
Night Shyamalan movie; it’s not
a movie built around a gimmick.
This is a movie about character

interactions, with Sam Rockwell
(“Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy”, “Matchstick Men”) playing
Sam Bell, who is trying to figure
out why there’s another Sam Bell
around (that’s the “twist,” sorry),
and his robotic assistant, GERTY,
played by Kevin Spacey (“The
Usual Suspects”), being lessthan-helpful.
This movie would fail with almost any actor other than Rockwell in the leading role. His performance is outstanding. If the
Academy cared any at all about
science fiction or low-budget
films, his performance should
have earned him at least a nomination for best actor, if not the
Oscar itself. The two different
Sam Bells are easily distinguished
visually, for various reasons, but
Rockwell’s performance for each
one was enough on its own to tell
them apart, through manerisms
and differing levels of aggression.
Additionally, Spacey provides a
cold voice that would be right at
home saying “I’m sorry, Dave, I’m
afraid I can’t do that.” Duncan,
who also wrote the script, even
included a scene similar to that
famous one from “2001,” with
Sam Bell attempting to leave the
moon base, to acknowledge the
similarities in characters.
What makes the movie even
more impressive is the budget

and manner in which it was
filmed. The movie cost only $5
million dollars and was shot in
only 33 days. $5 million may
seem like a lot to the average moviegoer, but in terms
of movie making, it is almost
nothing. The 33 day shoot
time is similarly impressive,
but more understandable,
considering the extremely
small cast. In addition, Duncan chose to stay away from
digital effects, where possible, and instead use models for the effects. The detail
paid to the models prevents
this from looking cheesy, and
instead lends it a warmer feel
than your average “Star Trek”,
similar to the feel the original
“Star Wars” movies had over
the dolled-up prequels.
All-in-all, “Moon” is an
excellent movie well worth
watching. Rockwell and Spacey provide performances that
draw the viewer in and the
movie looks fantastic. It’s not
as fun or exciting as “Transformers” or even “Star Wars,”
but the deliberate plot and interesting ideas make for a fantastic show.
Review rating: 5 elephants

http://www.impawards.com

Sam Bell (Sam Rockwell) looks down at his robotic assistnat, GERTY
(Kevin Spacey) on the poster for “Moon”

“The Crazies” is a fun zombie-like movie
Hobey Tam
Staff Writer
Though I was skeptical at first
due to the title and previews, The
Crazies, directed by Brock Eisner
and starring Timothy Olyphant

(“Hitman”) and Radha Mitchell (“Silent Hill” and “Man on
Fire”), did not disappoint. Furthermore, it held its own in the
horror/zombie genre. It had all
the elements of a successful film:
action, suspense, and an inter-

esting plot with tension mixedwith hints of comedy.
The movie is set in the corn
fields of Iowa and focuses on
inhabitants
as they slowly
start exhibiting
peculiar
symptoms
– such as obsessing overkilling living
things, including
people.
Herein lies the
zombie-like
element. More
and more people
become
infected, turning the town’s

Beach House “Teen Dream”
Ben Smith
Monkey Writer
Beach House’s sound has been
fairly consistent over their last
two albums: 2006’s self-titled
debut and 2008’s “Devotion.”
Alex Scally’s reverb-drenched
guitars and Victoria Legrand’s
keyboards and distinctive vocals
mix in with a sea of tinny drum
machines and slow, measured
tempos to create something
dreamy and ethereal.
With Teen Dream, their third
album and Sub Pop debut,
they’ve cleared some of the fog
from their sound, adding live
percussion and speeding the
tempo up a bit to create some-

thing both familiar and refresh- while the shortest is just under
ing. Songs like “Zebra”, “Nor- four. Still, these atmospheric
way”,
and
songs showcase Vic“Used to Be”
toria Legrand’s low,
are
bright
distinctive voice to
and
engaggreat effect. If the
ing while still
growth between this
retaining the
album and their last
dreamy sound
is any indication of
the band is
how the band will
known for.
continue to progIf
there’s
ress, the future
any fault in
holds bright things
the album’s
for this Baltimore
http://pitchfork.com
10 tracks, it’s
duo.
that a few of the songs, like “Real
Love”, drag a little too long.
Reviewer rating: 4.5 elephants
None of the songs on the album
could be considered short; most
average around five minutes

population into festering serial
killers. Throughout the rest of
the movie, the audience sees the
protagonists constantly dodging death
and trying
to survive
as the government
desperately
attempts
to contain
the
epidemic. And
of course,
no zombie
movie
is
complete
without
copious
http:\\www.imdb.com a m o u n t s

of violence ensued by blood and
gore.
Containing many new action
sequences audiences have not
seen before , The Crazies was
very well directed. Though slow
in the beginning, the picture
quickly picks up pace and delves
the audience into a roller coaster
ride where the desired destination is simple – survival. Writhed
with suspense and action, this is
a must see for action/zombie
movie enthusiasts. Though not
the best date material movie,
it will definitely do for a Friday
night with friends or for simple
entertainment.
Review rating: 4 elephants

Music:

Movies:

Gorillaz
Plastic Beach

Alice in Wonderland

jj

jj no 3

Jimi Hendrix
Valleys of Neptune
Broken Bells
Broken Bells
Liars
Sisterworld

She’s Out of My League
Games:
Battlefield Bad
Company 2
(PS3, 360, PC)
Final Fantasy XIII
(360, PS3)
Aliens vs. Predator
(360, PS3, PC)
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An Internet dream comes true
Melissa Schwenk
Living Editor
I have been a fan of Internet
videos since my freshman year
of high school when I discovered
albinoblacksheep.com. I made
it my homepage and when my
school blocked the site, I thought
my world had ended.
This year I was reintroduced to
the joy of viral videos when my
friends and I became obsessed
with a Bad Romance spoof (ok,
maybe I was the only obsessed
one but they enjoyed it, too). The
parody was part of a series called
The Key of Awesome, produced
by the group Barely Political,
creators of
Obama Girl.
I perused
their YouTube page
one day in
an
effort
to
avoid
homework.
My
mind
was blown.
How could
one group
make so many parodies and have
every one of them be a success?
Not since Tiny Plaid Ninjas had
I followed a group this regularly.
On a whim I checked out
their page the Tuesday of finals
week when I was supposed to be
studying for Meatballs (Sorry,
Dr. V!). They had a new video
posted, this time parodying
John Mayer. At the end of the
video where Mark, the main actor, invites viewers to check out
the other videos, he mentioned
something that would change
the course of my quarter break:

“

anyone who wants to help them
should email them, even if they
aren’t in New York City, where
the parent company, Next New
Networks, is based.
More beautiful words were
never spoken. I had already
bought my tickets to New York to
visit two high school friends and
had plenty of free time when they
would be in class. I wrote to the
address given, not really expecting a reply. Low and behold, the
next day I had one, saying they’d
love to have me stop by and how
did Tuesday sound?
That Tuesday I woke up
knowing my life would never be
the same. I was about to meet
my idols, the
creators of Lord
Gaga and Metallicats. When I
got to the office,
Ben Relles, the
person I contacted, was headed
out the door.
The founder of
Barely Political,
he was on his
way to observe a
focus group in New Jersey. He
left me with Mike and Jake, who
had no idea I would be there
(Ben isn’t the best at passing
along that sort of information).
Here I was in the presence of
my heroes. Mike is one of the
writers, as well as an editor.
Jake has the title of Social Media
Manager, but he also produces
the music in the videos.
Most of the time when I meet
someone I admire, I’m terribly
let down (Meg Cabot made me
wear a pink fuzzy crown when I
met her, Mickey Mouse turned

Not since Tiny
Plaid Ninjas had I
followed a group
this regularly.

”

The great divide:
Family vs. Friends
Mitchell Ishmael
Staff Writer
Yes, that’s right, I got two
breaks. I was so lucky that I honestly feel bad for everyone else,
especially those people who had
finals late Wednesday or Thursday. I had just one final late on
Monday night, so I was able to
fly out early Tuesday morning.
Whenever you have a final schedule like that you have to feel very
fortunate. It is kind of like the
registrar was handing out gifts
(and the registrar rarely, and I
mean very rarely, hands out gifts
like that), and they picked me
to be the recipient. Almost two
weeks of break!
My first break was spent at
Princeton University visiting my
girlfriend. During the first portion
of the week she had to do a lot of
work, so I spent the majority of my
time behaving like a normal college student and hanging out with
some friends that I knew there. It
was really fun to be in a college setting without having a cloud of work
hanging over my head. Later in the
week, she and I got to spend a lot
more time together, and it was awesome. Being apart and dealing with
a long distance relationship sucks,
but when we get to be together, it is
completely worth it. I couldn’t have
asked for more.
My second break came when
I arrived at home. I spent the
week at home sleeping as late

as possible, being with my family, and searching for internships. I got to watch my brother
and sister play soccer and have
dinner at home every night.
The internship search was not
enjoyable but a necessary evil.
Being with my family made me
so happy that I’m only spending
about half of my time here right
now; the other half is spent daydreaming about home.
What this break made shockingly apparent for me, though,
was the partitioned life that I’m
living right now. I’ve been suspecting it for a while but now,
after break, it seems pretty obvious. I have one-half of my life
that is family and my time spent
with them, while the other half is
friends and time spent away from
home. Sometimes they overlap,
and it is awesome when they do.
Unfortunately , the overlaps are
few and far between. College is
a time for transition, and the
transition was never so vivid until now. I have my family, until
now my everything, but I can
feel how my role in their lives is
beginning to change. I’m beginning to feel this weird middle
portion of my life where I’m in
between families.
College is about transition and
change, and that is where I am right
now. I’m just really hoping that I
can make the adjustment and be
able to continue to take care of all
the people I love.

Courtesy of Next New Networks

The Living Editor poses with the team of Barely Political/Barely Digital, with whom she worked with over
break. From left to right: Michael Stevens, Mark Douglas, Melissa Schwenk, Jake Chudnow, and Tom
Small.
out to be some bum in a mouse
suit, and don’t get me started
about the time I met the Prima
Ballerina for a ballet company).
Not so with these guys. They
were really down to earth and
happy to have me in the office.
While they didn’t have a lot of
tasks for me since they didn’t
know I was coming, they made
me feel right at home.
I’m not going to lie and say I
starred in several new videos.
Most of the three days I spent at
their office were spent trawling
the internet for funky foods, fun-

ny videos, or spoofs they inspired.
The first day I was there I got
to run the teleprompter for a
politician who wants to decriminalize marijuana in New York.
The next day I was in a vlog of
one of the other interns, in which
we explained what Trolling is to
Mark. The last day I spent with
them was definitely the best
though: I got to be an extra in
a video about fart-detecting
technology. Yes, it’s childish, I
know, but when else will I have
the opportunity to be in a video
produced by professionals?

The main thing I learned from
this experience is to seize every
opportunity that comes along.
Had I not responded to the call
to action I would have missed
out on this chance to see that
inside of an entertainment company. It was fun to see a different career opportunity, even if it
isn’t one that I have chosen. It
doesn’t matter what opportunity
it is, if it interests you, try it. The
worst that could have happened
was that I got rejection email.
But anyone searching for an internship is used to that.

An Amtrak adventure

Andrew Klusman

Sports Editor
Hitch a ride with a friend from Terre Haute, IN after my last final on Wednesday, drive to Kankakee,
IL with him, take the Amtrak train from Kankakee
to Chicago’s Union Station, then from Ogilve Transportation Center to Wilmette, IL via the Metra line,
and get picked up in Wilmette and drive home to
the Brew City: Milwaukee, WI. Total transit time,
from Rose campus to my doorstep? Should be
about eight hours total (three hour drive to Kankakee, one and a half hour train ride to Chicago, one
and a half hour train ride to Wilmette, and an hour
drive to Milwaukee, plus wait time). Oh, and I’m
low on cash. Yeah, not too bad of a start to break.
After leaving Terre Haute, we get into the
Amtrak station like any good travelers – bag in
hand, about twenty to thirty minutes early, and
sit and wait for the train to arrive. Well, 9:00
p.m. comes around, and no train. It’s Amtrak,
it’s understandable, right? Of course! Amtrak
is nefarious for ridiculously long delays. So, we
continue waiting, because there’s nothing else
to do. 9:23 p.m. comes along and with a train!
So, we jump out of the car, assuming (see where
this is going yet?) this is the train to Chicago.
Why did we assume? Well, first, Amtrak apparently doesn’t believe in signs or pieces of paper
that display a destination, or even the slider
signs that slide in and out of things, much like
the name on a door. We jump on the train, all
excited to get into Chicago and get home. “What
are your names,” asked the conductor. “Klusman and Kleeman,” we reply. “Hrm? I don’t
have your tickets. Let me finish this up, we’ll
get going, and then we’ll sort this all out,” said
the conductor. The doors close, the train takes
off, and the conductor asks our names again,
and searches for them in the database. “What’s
your destination?” “Chicago, Union Station.”
“You’ve GOT to be kidding me,” the conductor
exasperates. “Um, nope, Chicago should be our

destination,” we reply. “You guys are on the
wrong train.” *Cue dramatic music*
Turns out, the Amtrak train from Chicago
to Carbondale, IL was on time, and arrived at
9:23p.m. But, because Amtrak is the most technologically advanced train system on the planet,
our conductor and engineer could not contact
other trains, so we could in theory make a cornfield stop and just switch trains on the tracks. But
that wasn’t an option, so the conductor was kind
enough to let us stay on the train, go to Carbondale, and get on the Chicago-bound train from
Carbondale. The downside is that the train arrived in Carbondale at 3:00 a.m., and arrived in
Chicago at 9:00 a.m. Upon arrival in Carbondale,
we got off, the conductor explained our situation
to the staff, and helped get us tickets (at no cost
to us!), and we grabbed a bite to eat at Jimmy
John’s at 2:00 a.m – best Jimmy John’s ever.
But, the night wasn’t over yet. As we prepared to get on the train up to Chicago, we had
a very arrogant, very snotty Amtrak employee.
She originally wasn’t going to let us on the train
(our tickets read Kankakee to Chicago, and we
were in Carbondale), but after talking with the
Amtrak station employee, she let us on the train.
Not until she gave us a snide, rude, and horribly
unprofessional explanation about which way is
north and south.
Luckily enough, the ride northbound was uneventful. We both got some sleep and grabbed
some food in Chicago. But, I still had another train
to take to Milwaukee. After purchasing a ticket
northbound to the station in Milwaukee, I go to the
waiting area. Figuring Amtrak won’t fail me now,
the public announcements speaker switches on,
and I hear this “We apologize for the inconvenience,
but the northbound train will be delayed one hour.”
My fellow passengers let out a collective groan. But,
after that hour of waiting in the lovely Union Station, I finally departed home for Milwaukee, and arrived home 21 hours after I departed Rose-Hulman.
Thanks Amtrak.
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Staff view: Webcams violate
students’ 4th Amendment rights

Freshmen: look at the little
clear sliver on the top of your
laptop screen. That little sliver
is your “the webcam is recording” light. Do you pay attention to
when that light is lit up? Probably
not: unless you’re on Skype or—
dare we suggest—ChatRoulette, it
should never turn on.
Until a few weeks ago, students
in Lower Merion School District,
located in a suburb of Philadelphia, thought the same thing
about the webcams built into
their school-issued MacBooks.
That was when Blake Robbins, a
16-year-old sophomore at one of

Even if Superintendent Christopher McGinley is taken at his
word that the district would only
activate the cameras in case of
theft or loss, it would seem that
he didn’t have the slightest clue
that unscrupulous staff members
might misuse the technologies for
other purposes.
As the case has gained attention, numerous technology experts have pointed out that had
the district been truly interested
in tracking stolen laptops, they
could have installed pre-existing
and proven technologies like
GPS. Not only would this have

http://dell.com
Webcams were allegedly used to violate the rights of students in the
Merion school district in Philadelphia.
the district’s two high schools,
noticed his webcam light activate
briefly when he opened the laptop at home one day. While the
light alone might seem harmless,
what allegedly happened soon after is not. Robbins states that he
was taken to see an administrator
at his school who claimed to have
evidence of him selling drugs;
that evidence came from his webcam.
Officials of the school district
claim that any remote activation
of the webcams was merely to
find “lost” machines, not to spy on
students. But, one has to wonder
what the officials of Lower Merion School District were thinking
when they allowed for remotetracking software to be installed
on the 2,300 laptops they hand
out to students. Did it really occur to no one that there was even
the slightest potential for abuse?

kept the school district thoroughly on the right side of the Fourth
Amendment, it probably would
have been more cost-effective:
in activating 42 webcams to locate missing laptops, the school
district was only able to find 18
of them – meaning that the district’s ‘spy-cams’ had a success
rate below 50% in their intended

Concurring: 13
Dissenting: 3
Abstentions: 1
purpose.
But of course, it’s also possible
that Mr. McGinley and his administration aren’t as innocent as
they claim, especially when one
considers that the district had
no communication whatsoever
regarding the spyware installed
on the MacBooks in the official
agreement that students and parents received at the beginning of
the school year. How convenient
to just “forget” that you’ve installed spyware that essentially
allows anyone with access (or a
technically talented and unscrupulous individual) to stalk a student through his or her school
computer.
The Fourth Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution reads: “The
right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers,
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall
not be violated, and no Warrants
shall issue, but upon probable
cause…” Despite the fact that the
district is the legal “owner” of the
laptops, it seems like accessing a
laptop while it was in a student’s
private home is a pretty clear violation of the law. Regardless of
the motives behind the district’s
actions, the FBI is right to investigate and should absolutely
prosecute if it finds wrongdoing on behalf of the school. K-12
education has already taken away
enough of students’ rights within
the school building. Allowing
them to do so outside as well is
a frightening loss of privacy and
liberty.

Have opinions?

Tell us!
Send your rants and
observations to
thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu

http://perfectionistgal.files.wordpress.com
The meaning of this text has been discussed and debated since it was
compiled around 400 AD.

The essence of the Gospel

Aaron Joss
Guest Writer
What is better than getting well
after being sick for weeks and
weeks? Freedom and joy shine
through your first actions as “The
Cured One.” You are thankful that
the disastrous spell has passed.
Back to life, back to peace, back
to sanity. In my case, after recovering from illness I will often sit
and read the Gospel and thank
God for all that he has given me,
including his own Son, Jesus
Christ. In those instances and at
other times I am grateful for the
both the core and the essence of
the Gospel message.
So, what is the core of the gospel? Dr. Minster, in his recent
editorial column “Seriously,”
grasped part of it in referring to
the love of one’s neighbor (Jesus
commanded his disciples to love
one’s neighbor as oneself in Mark
12:31). I believe that this is indeed at the core of the Gospel. But
while love and loving one’s neighbor is at the core, it is not the essence of the Gospel message.
The transliteration of the Greek
word translated Gospel is “euangelion” meaning, “Good News”.
The Gospel is the Good News of
the sacrificial and atoning love of
Jesus Christ. Because mankind
chose evil over good, God sent his
Son to this Earth so that we could
be redeemed and reconciled to
Him: “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16). Jesus died both
a physical and spiritual death
serving as a substitute for my
and all of mankind’s wrongdoing
and sin. His death and, more importantly, his resurrection made
a way for me and everyone else
to be reconciled with God the
Father. “For the wages of sin is

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 6:23). This is the Good
News! God has not only given
me the gift of his own Son Jesus
Christ, but he has also given this
gift to all of humanity. Whoever
believes in Him will have eternal
life. There is hope and rescue in
the grace and mercy of Christ!
Dr. Minster insinuated in the
aforementioned column that a
campus fraternity hates “gay
people.” Such insinuations have
no basis in fact. Christians believe the following to be the
truth: All men are created in the
image of God. All men are fallen and in need of a Savior. God
alone is sovereign, and He created the universe and all within by
His own design and to His good
pleasure. As a Christian, I am a
sinner in need of a Savior. All
men are sinners in need of a Savior. All of us need the redemptive power of Jesus Christ to
live forever with Him. Remember that God alone is the judge
of everyone. To love any individual means telling them the
truth with genuine compassion
while keeping the solid foundation of the Bible and the Gospel
intact. This means obedience to
God in all things. There is no
condemnation involved here.
The Bible clearly states there is
no condemnation in Christ Jesus. But to truly follow God one
must die to oneself and be obedient to Christ. Because of His
grace, Christians follow Him and
love Him more than anything of
this world. This means not compromising or swaying to replace
Biblical authority with the false
authority of modern secular ideologies.
The love of Jesus Christ is at
the core and is the essence
of the Gospel. Nothing more,
nothing less.

Another modest proposal: an alternative path to salvation
Kevin Hengehold
Guest Writer
I submit to you the following:
It is a well-known fact in Christian theology that baptism absolves a soul of all of its sins. A
soul free of sin is believed to find
no obstacles
on its path
to heaven,
an eternal
paradise.
When comparing
an
eternity of
ecstasy
to
even
the
best
possible life in
our temporal domain,
the
ethically correct path presents itself
quite clearly: any baptized person should be drowned, forcibly

“

if need be, in the baptismal font,
guaranteeing a path to eternal
bliss.
There are arguments against
this in holy scripture, of course,
the most prominent being “Thou
Shalt not Kill,” found in all versions of the Ten Commandments
(at present I
have found
three). This
is
slightly
hypocritical
of God, as He
is no stranger
to killing; it is
hard to number
those
lives stamped
out in mass
slaughters,
such as Sodom
and
Gomorrah (many of whom may
have deserved it), or all of the first
born in Egypt (less so, especially

God... is no stranger
to killing; it is hard
to number those
lives stamped out
in mass slaughters,
such as Sodom and
Gemorrah.

”

the younger ones), but the count
exceeds two million.
Furthermore, the practice of
baptism comes from the New
Testament, originating with John
the Baptist. The New Testament
is just that, a new covenant between God and humanity. As
such, when conflicts between the
New and Old Testament emerge,
we must yield to the most recent
revelations.
And in those newer revelations there exists greater salvation. As I mentioned before,
these drownings may have to be
done forcibly; not everyone has
a faith deep enough to commit
themselves to heaven so forcibly. If there must be a Drowner, then he will no doubt have
committed countless murders
to give people eternal salvation.
Murder is still a hell-worthy offense, I don’t dispute that. But,
in submitting himself to the great

lake of fire in the name of saving others, he too shall be saved.
Jesus said “Greater love has no
one
than
this,
than
to lay down
one’s life for
his friends”
(John 15:13);
I’m sure that
would apply
in this case
as well.
An interesting corollary comes
from this assessment, and I believe it solves
the social divide on abortion, embryonic stem cells, and all other
similar clashes. It would seem that
these divides come from two fundamentally different worldviews:
one side sees it as the murder of a
life endowed with an eternal soul,
while the other side fervently dis-

agrees, or at least believes that reproductive rights and the possible
scientific benefits outweigh any
supernatural qualms.
I submit that
baptizing
the fetus, or
stem cell(s),
before
its
destruction
is a possible
reconciliation of the
two opposing
viewpoints: on
one hand, any souls whose lives
were to be destroyed are now on
the fast track to heaven, while on
the other, after a short ceremony,
a woman’s reproductive rights
and the progress of science to cure
some of the worst diseases of our
time go unabated.
Everyone wins?

“ ”
I believe it solves
the social divide on
abortion, embryonic stem cells, and
all other similar
clashes.
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Rose-Hulman completes 4-4 Florida trip
Rose-Hulman News
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
finished a 4-4 with wins over Thiel and
Marywood, along with losses to Thiel and
Alma last week.
The Engineers topped Marywood 3-2
before falling 4-0 to Ohio Northern.
On Thursday, Rose-Hulman defeated
Thiel College 9-1 and fell 4-2 to Alma.
Junior Kyla Lutz led the way in the
Alma matchup with two hits in the contest. Senior Jordan Goslee and senior
Kristin Greer scored the two Engineer
runs, while senior Brittany Berthold and
junior Kayla Yano both picked up a double. Goslee also picked up eight strikeouts in the circle.

In the Thiel game, Greer the team with
three hits and two runs. Bernthold contributed two hits with two RBI’s and a run
scored. Freshman Brianne Widmoyer
also added two hits and a run. Junior Allison Faber and freshman Alyse Mueller
added two runs each in the effort.
Against Marywood, Greer again led the
Engineers with two hits and an RBI. Lutz
hit a triple while knocking in one run as
well as scoring one.
In their final game of the trip against
No. 3 ranked Ohio Northern, Greer and
sophomore Meghan Canary both had two
hits.
Rose-Hulman stands 4-4 on the year
and returns to action at home against
Greenville on March 13.

Rose sweeps
HCAC awards
Rose-Hulman News
The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology baseball team swept
the Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference weekly awards for
Hitter and Pitcher of the Week, in results released today by the
league office.
Junior Chris Stemple captured HCAC Hitter of the Week honors, and senior Derek Eitel was honored as the league Pitcher of
the Week.
Stemple helped propel Rose-Hulman’s offensive attack with a
.594 on-base average and an .893 slugging average as the Fightin’
Engineers finished 5-1 in Florida last week.
Stemple finished 16-28 at the plate with 12 runs scored, six doubles, a grand slam against Johnson & Wales, and 10 runs batted in.
His efforts helped the Engineers outscore the opposition 97-28 in
six games.
Eitel compiled a 2-0 record with a 1.69 earned run average on
the mound to lead Rose-Hulman’s pitching effort. He tossed 16
innings and allowed just nine hits and four walks with 19 strikeouts
in two starts.
Eitel tossed the first shutout of the season for Rose-Hulman with
a complete game four-hitter against Thiel that featured 13 strikeouts. He held the opposition to a .158 batting average in the week.
The No. 19 ranked Rose-Hulman baseball team opens its home
season on Friday at 7 p.m. with a matchup against Calvin College.

By Kurtis Zimmerman

Colts make
surprising cut

Rose-Hulman News

Allison Faber and the Fightin’ Engineers finished 4-4 in Florida.

Six Rose studentathletes earn
HCAC Sportsmanship Team Awards

Facing the absences of three players, Jason
Terry, Brendan Haywood, and Eric Dampier, the
Dallas Mavericks proved themselves once again
in Minnesota’s Target Center Monday night.
With the inherent trouble afoot, the Mavericks
also struggled to keep nine-time All Star Dirk
Nowitzki out of foul trouble, bringing on early
problems. After pulling together to put another
“W” in the books, the Mavericks took on the weak
New Jersey Nets but barely held them off. With
the return of dearly missed high scorer Brendan
Haywood, Dallas earned their two day break by
overcoming the Nets with a close 96-87 victory.
The Mavericks will try to extend their streak to
fourteen wins in a row this Saturday when they
take on the New York Knicks.

Rose-Hulman News
Six Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology student-athletes earned spots on the all-Heartland Collegiate Athletic
Conference Sportsmanship Team for the winter athletic
season, in results released today by the league office.
The award has been developed as part of a conferencewide sportsmanship initiative and is selected by league
head coaches in participating events for contributions on
and off the sports field.
Women’s sports honorees from Rose-Hulman included
senior swimmer Stephanie Hance; junior basketball player Nicole Klass; and senior indoor track and field runner
Amanda Lundahl.
Men’s sports honorees included senior track and field
hurdler Michael Burris; senior basketball player Jeff McCartney; and senior swimmer Brian Yount.
The sportsmanship award continues throughout the academic year.

crossed the 20-run mark in two games
and scored 17 in two other contests.
Rose-Hulman completed its Florida trip batting .403 as a team with 25
doubles in six games. The pitching staff
also compiled a 3.83 earned run average with two shutouts.
Senior Kirk Thompson led the team
in batting average at .611 in Florida,
with junior Chris Stemple contributing
a .571 average and six doubles. Senior
Tim Tepe smashed the ball at a .560
clip with 14 hits in 25 at bats.
Senior Derek Eitel compiled a 2-0 re-

The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology baseball team has moved up
three places to No. 16 nationally in the
d3baseball.com weekly poll released on
Tuesday.
The Fightin’ Engineers improved
from 139 points to 187 points in the second weekly poll of the season.
Rose-Hulman stands 5-1 overall after its annual spring trip to Florida
that featured 97 runs in six games (16.2
runs per game). The Fightin’ Engineers

Gonzaga falls to
Saint Mary’s in
WCC title game

cord and a 1.69 earned run average to
lead the pitching staff. Sophomore Jim
Bob Schuler tossed six shutout innings
vs. Hiram and senior Nick Maloney allowed one earned run in five frames
against defending Midwest Conference
champion Beloit.
Rose-Hulman puts its 5-1 mark on
the line against Calvin on Friday at
7 p.m. The Engineers square off in a
doubleheader with Calvin on Saturday
at noon, before finishing the weekend
with a nine-inning game against Alma
on Sunday at noon.

Engineer Scoreboard
Track and Field
March 6
Rose-Hulman		
at Mount Union

Swimming and Diving

Two first places

Baseball
5-1 (0-0 HCAC)
March 5
Rose-Hulman		
vs. John & Wales		

February 18-20
Rose-Hulman
at CCIW Meet

Men’s 3rd
Women’s 5th

February 13
Rose-Hulman
at CCIW Meet

Men’s 1st
Women’s 2nd

March 5
Rose-Hulman		
vs. Ohio N.			

Thanks to leading shooters Mickey McConnell
and Ben Allen, with 26 points and 20 points respectively, St. Mary’s was able to earn the WCC
title for the first time since its start in nearly 25
years. Not only was it a big win in the tourney, the
victory over Gonzaga was the first for the school
in the past 10 matchups. Though Gonzaga will
most likely still head to the NCAA tournament
as an at-large bid, but the Gaels know how tough
it can prove to be to slip in to the tournament, as
they were denied the opportunity last year after
losing the WCC title game to none other than the
Zags themselves. After a postgame celebration
on the court from players and fans alike, McConnell accepted the tournament MVP award,
quite deservedly after matching his career high
scoring to secure a spot in the Big Dance which
begins this month.

Do you have knowledge
that you want to share
with others?
The Learning Center is currently accepting
applications for the following paid positions:
Learning Center Tutors
Percopo Hall Tutors

Softball
4-4 (0-0 HCAC)
20
4

After an upsetting loss in Super Bowl XLIV, the
Colts are making tough cuts to try to improve the
sore spots of their offensive line. Starting guard
Ryan Lilja was released Monday after owner Bill
Polian asserted an aggravated disappointment
with the team’s offense. Although the decision
was initially thought to be financially driven, Lilja was paid his deserved $1.7 million bonus before pushing him out the door. This loss comes
not long after position coach Howard Mudd retired earlier this year. Though his release is a
surprise one, Lilja’s agent, Craig Domann, has
faith in his ability to land on his feet with a new
team very soon because he is “tough, smart, and
versatile,” and “just the type of guy a lot of teams
are looking for.”

Mavs lead power
rankings with 13th
straight win

R-H Baseball moves up three spots to
No. 16 nationally
Rose-Hulman News

7

0
4

Applications for positions for the 2010-11 school year are available NOW in the
Learning Center or online at www.rose-hulman.edu/lc/Employment.htm. The
deadline for applying is Friday, March 26, 2010. Visit the Learning Center,
located in the lower level of Logan Library, or call 8876 for more details.
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Animals... not just for
breakfast anymore.

James Zhou
Lov e s an i m a l s . . . o n
his pl a t e
A-loco restaurant, long the
favorite of local residents, has
been shut down by the city
health department for serving
food with dead animals in it, a
critical health food violation.
The health department was
alerted to this restaurant’s insidious food contamination by a
member of Rose’s own student
body, Ms. Lily Nagev.
When asked to comment on
how her personal investigation
of A-loco restaurant started, she
said, “I have always heard great
things about A-loco restaurant,
and about how their food was
super amazing. So, I went there
with a couple of friends when
we all came back from break to
try it out. I ordered the buttered
sirloin with a side of hardwood
smoked bacon, and it was unbelievably good. It was like all
my taste buds had been living
in a cave, but suddenly someone threw a light-switch rave, it
was that crazy. I really wanted to
replicate it at home, so I took a
sample back to lab for analysis.
I ended up sequencing it and

I found traces of Bos primigenius and Sus domestica DNA!
My friends took home some
leftovers, and their food was
contaminated with even worse
stuff, like Crassostrea virginica!
I couldn’t believe that restaurant
would let bits of those disgusting, virulent little
organisms into their food.”
A city health department official, on the condition of anonymity because the complete
report has not yet been released,
said: “We can confirm that there
was a health emergency at Aloco restaurant and that there
had been multiple confirmed
cases of food-related euphoria
and outbreaks of obesity among
customers. The establishment
will remain closed until health
department workers have finished gorging, erm, going over
the evidence.”
A spokesman for the parent
company of A-loco restaurant,
Food Inc., defended the restaurant with the following statement: “This is ridiculous. There
is nothing wrong with a little bit
of Bos primigenius in your food.
I’m drinking coffee with Bos
primigenius secretions in it right
now, and I feel great.”

Light speed barrier broken
Noël Spurgeon
Car r i e s a s h a r p s t i c k
Norwegian scientists have developed a new breakthrough in travel
technology. Through innovative
use of photographic techniques
set to jaunty music and clever
voiceovers, these men and women
have developed a method of travel
that will change the industry forever: montage.
Long relegated to the realm of
movies and comic books, montage
was considered to be fiction by
most preeminent scientists. However, Imgar Borgensen and his
team decided to try.
“It’s the same principle as a
wormhole,” said Dr. Borgensen,
“bringing two parts of spacetime
together. It needs very little energy,
and is relatively safe. The drawback
is that it’s not quite so instantaneous as wormholes would be, but

I think it’s safe to say that sitting
through a thirty-second montage of
planes and airports beats a 12-hour
flight any day.”
However, montage travel does
have its drawbacks.
“For one, the music is terrible
sometimes,” said Borgensen.
“And if you have low-resolution
pictures or video... well... it’s kind
of an uncomfortable thirty seconds. Also, the method of travel
has to work for where you’re going, of course. Using a sailing
montage for a cross-country road
trip to Las Vegas just doesn’t
work. We lost quite a few interns
on that one...”
Unfortunately, the technology
won’t be commercially available
for several years. “We’re still
getting some of the bugs worked
out,” remarked Borgensen. “Baggage claim is going to be quite a
problem.”
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Wacky prof quotes

This day...
			
1894: InM i s sVicksburg,
issippi,

“If there were no Dan Brown
it would have been necessary for Oprah to invent
one.”
— Dr. Minster. Fortunately, this prevents
something much more
terrifying: the merger of
Catholicism and Oprah to
create... Poperah.

USA, Coca-Cola is sold in bottles for the first time. What did
they put it in before bottles?
Hats? Buckets? Were the late
1800’s really the fabled ‘good old
days’, where the grass was green,
buxom women were plentiful,
and the rivers and streams ran
swiftly with carbonated, carmelcolored goodness? I hope so.

			

...in history
thedieline.com

Top
“10” Ten
Signs that spring has come to
Rose-Hulman

Matt Melton
March Hare
10. It’s hot. In every building. ALL THE TIME.
9. IM’s have moved outdoors just in time to be rained out two thirds of
the time.
8. Freshmen are playing Ultimate Frisbee everywhere, reminding you
how much you miss having the time to play Frisbee. Darn you freshies…
7. The pipes leading to BSB have finally stopped shooting out steam.
6. Senior laptops have begun their annual migration into Speed Lake.
5. There’s actually good parking for the SRC because people can exercise outside now.
4. People take advantage of the weather by taking their laptops outside
for gaming.
3. The ice on top of Speed Lake has been replaced by a mysteriously
green mystery ooze...(Ninja Turtles 2 anyone?)
2. Water balloons are now the weapon of choice for surgical tubing
slingshots.
1. You no longer have to drill a hole in the ice for laking (Fear your
birthday...).

T

Horrible rumor of the week

he REAL reason that the Computer Science department is
gone: it’s that time of year again... they’ve gone upstream
to spawn. CS’s reproduce by budding, which unfortunately
for them, is generally frowned upon in public. Hence, they migrate
to Wisconsin. No one important lives there anyway.

“So you have a major premise : all men are mortal,
and a minor premise:
Socrates is a man. Then
you can conclude that
Socrates is mortal. You
can also conclude that by
the fact that he’s dead.”
— Dr. Clifton. Q.E.D?
“And that’s the Narnia door
that goes to Myers. I suggest taking it if you get the
chance.”
— Dr. Mrs. DeVasher,
proving that my time
checking that the supply
closets was spent in vain.
“If I ever get an incurable
disease, I’m going to go
around shooting people.”
— Dr. Sanders. His
‘Bucket List’ actually
refers to other people’s
buckets.
“But I know some cows near
me. And when I look into
their eyes I know I’ll eat
them.”
— Dr. Minster. Note to
self: never make eye contact again...
“If you see me doing this
it means I have no clue
what’s going on but I’m
trying to look smart
enough to figure it out.”
— Dr. Morris... divulging the secrets of PhD’s
everwhere.

Rose professors are known
for saying wacky things,
so write them down and
send them in to thornflipside@rose-hulman.edu

Alex Mullans - Has experienced all of these... at the SAME TIME.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I disown this page like an unwanted stepchild. All unattributed content was written by moi, Noël Spurgeon. The stuff that appears on this page does not represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn, Rose-Hulman, the people who wrote them,
or anyone important. So... first week. It’s like the first 1000 feet of Everest... the freezing, barren death is all that lies ahead, but unlike Everest, the rest of the world doesn’t consider survivng it an accomplisment. Also, I have ADES. The doctor said I should tell you guys.

